Rights2 were adopted, was very much part of the decolonization decade. For this reason, both Covenants contained an Article 1 which is to some extent disconnected from the rest of the Covenant, mostly because it addresses peoples, rather than individuals. Article 1 deals with the right to self-determination, reading: All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.3 This holds some relevance for the particular decade in question (Zeitgeist) yet has detrimental effects for the human rights debate and the many conflicts based on the perceived notion that self-determination amounts to independence. The problems with the right to self-determination date back to the 1960 GA resolutions (1514/1541). However, due regard shall be had to the reparative action needed in this respect, as laid down in both the 25th and 50th anniversary GA resolutions 2625(XXV) and 50/6, in which the right to self-determination has been reformulated as a result of a perceived need to exercise a degree of damage control. This was also the case with the 1993 Vienna Declaration.4 Reference must also be made to the involvement of the ICJ on these particular issues, as witnessed, for example, in the Namibia, Western Sahara and Kosovo cases. The fact that the ICJ advised in the Kosovo case5 that the Unilateral Declaration of Independence involved was not contrary to international law (quite different from stating that it is in accordance
